
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for 

A New Decade  
 

2010 Annual Report 

Tulsa Partners Inc. 

Annual Meeting 

October 27, 2010 



      

   

 

 

   

 

The Vis ion  and mission  of  

Tulsa Partners *  
 

 

Vision : To create a disaster-resistant and sustainable community.  

  

Mission statement: To mobilize all segments of the population to build a 

disaster-resistant, sustainable community. By building public/private 

partnerships, Tulsa Partners Inc. will: 

¶ Promote and advocate for sustainability and disaster resistance; 

¶ Provide education programs; 

¶ Develop mentoring relationships; and 

¶ Recognize and celebrate community efforts. 

¶ Act as a clearing house for expertise and information 

*As approved by Board of Directors in Strategic Planning sessions in 2009 and 2010  
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Cover photos (clockwise from upper 
left)  

-Ann Patton and Tim Lovell at Natural 
Hazards Conference July 201 

-Board President Michelle Barnett and 
Ann Forbis with children working on 
rain garden at Tulsa Partners office 
September 2010 

-Penni Chandler and Pam Nielsen with 
children at Tulsa Housing Authority 
providing Save the Children Resilient 
and Ready training 



      

Dear Friends, 

In May of 2000, it was my privilege to be hired by Ann                                                                                                                                             

Patton to work at Tulsa Project Impact at the City of  

Tulsa. One of the first things she asked me to do was 

to create a nonprofit organization to support the work 

 of the city office, and provide a way for people to give 

tax deductible donations to the work of building a 

disaster-resistant community. This organization, now 

known as Tulsa Partners, Inc., was incorporated on  

December 15, 2000.  

Much has happened since then, including the terrorist 

attacks of 2001, the Katrina disaster; and the run of the 

mill i ce storms, floods, wildfires, and the tornado  

endemics to Oklahoma. The City of Tulsa office closed 

in 2007, but through your support and involvement we 

continue this good work. 

Although Ann Patton and many supporters are still 

involved with us after over a decade, we know our future 

lies with others. The work of creating a disaster-resistant 

and sustainable community is ongoing, and will be the  

work of  you and future generations to come. We look 

forward to the coming decade with hope and  

anticipation.        

          

Tim Lovell   

From the Executive Directoré 

QuickTimeÊ and a 
 decompressor 

are needed to see this picture. 

 

 



      

The year in Review of  

Tulsa Partners Projects  

   

 

 

 

Disaster resistant  Business Council  

The Disaster Resistant Business Council is a Public/Private partnership between Tulsa Partners Inc., the 

Institute for Business & Home Safety, State Farm Insurance, the Association of Contingency Planners, RD 
Flanagan, the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce, the Oklahoma Insurance Department, the Williams 

Companies, Tulsa County Family & Childrenõs Services, and the Tulsa Health Department designed to raise 
Business Continuity Planning awareness and participation.   

We continue to be excited about our progress both locally and nationally.  Our activities for 2010 include: 

We have continued working with various Chambers of Commerce, the Broken Arrow Chamber has sent out 

an annual letter to their members supporting the creation of business continuity planning and distributing 
the IBHS Open for Business Program to all new members. The Tulsa Metro Chamber has included us on 

their recently launched SourceLink service, which provides businesses with information regarding nonprofit 
resources in the community. They have also included us in their entrepreneurs guide. We will continue 

conversations with the State Chamber on outreach opportunities. 

We have continued our partnership with the Tulsa Area United Way. We recently completed the second 

eight-week training for United Way Member Agencies to guide them through the OFB Program. Funding 
was provided by State Farm Insurance to provide scholarships to this class. 

Additional support for the work of the Disaster Resistant Business Council was also provided by the 
Grainger Foundation (see below).  

Dave Hall has continued his contacts with the International Center for Enterprise Preparedness (Inter CEP) 

on the development and promulgation of the Regulations associated with the U.S. Department of  
Homeland Security work emanating for the 9/11 report. He also continued his work as Loss Control Chair 
for Chartered Property Casualty Underwriters (CPCU) 

Weõve spoken around the country on Business Continuity:    

Natural Hazards Conference, Broomfield, Colorado      

Mansfield, TX Chamber of Commerce         

Greater Tulsa Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

Oklahoma Climate and Loss Mitigation Conference         

           

Photo: Randy Frost with Grainger presents check to Tim Lovell and Dave Hall. 

     

     

             

 

 

 



 

 

               Tulsa Language and Culture Bank  

A grassroots network of multicultural and multilingual 

groups, the mission of the Language and Culture Bank 
(LCB) is to provide a vehicle through which people with 

world language and cross cultural communication skills 
may make their skills available to assist community 

agencies with concerns of homeland security, disaster 
response, emergency preparedness, crisis management, 
public health and public safety as they work with people 

in the Tulsa Metro area whose ability to receive and 
interpret lifesaving information is compromised by 

culture, ethnic, religious traditions, or language. 

Pictured: Co-chairs Maria Reyes (standing) speaking at ñIce Storm Comethò event. 

The Vision of the LCB is to educate and increase awareness on disaster preparedness in targeted 

communities that have special communication needs and to recruit and train members of those 

communities who have language and cultural skills to assist first responders during disasters. 

By participating in the Language & Culture Bank, volunteers can build bridges to all people in our 

community so that when an incident occurs or as anxiety increases in our neighborhoods, they have the 
knowledge and skills to work together quickly and effectively to meet the needs of families in Oklahoma. 

LCB does not compete with professional interpreters or their contracts/memorandums of understanding 
with first responding agencies. LCB is called in when the needs exceed the capacity of their contracts. 

We are fortunate to have many nonprofit partners, including:  

The American Indian Chamber of Commerce, Catholic Charities, City of Tulsa Human Rights 
Department, Greater Tulsa Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Greenwood Chamber of Commerce, India 

Association of Greater Tulsa, Islamic Society of Tulsa, Jewish Federation of Tulsa, the Muscogee Creek 
Nation, Pakistani American Society of Tulsa, Russian Pentecostal Gothic Church, Slavic/Russian Baptist 
Church of Tulsa, Tulsa Community College, Tulsa Global Alliance, Tulsa Human Response Coalition, 2-

1-1, Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce, TSHA Inc., United Nations Association of Eastern Oklahoma, 
and the YWCA Multicultural Center.  

2010 Activities Included:  

¶ Staffing booths at a number of multicultural venues. 

¶ Developing year long plan on public education and outreach. 

¶ Hosting a September òThe Ice Storm Comethó event to discuss preparedness activities with 

Grassroots calendar  

¶ Hosting Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training from September to November 

2010. 

 

 

 

 

 



      

The millennium Ce nter, including Green bag lunches 

and Green Building Resource Library  

In November 2009, the Tulsa Parks Board voted to not host the Millennium Center at the Tulsa Zoo, due 
to a refocusing on core functions related to animals. We have this year been working on identifying a new 

location for this permanent exhibit on safe and green living. 

We have continued public education and outreach on the Millennium Centerõs mission in conjunction 
with our various partners, particularly through the Green Building Resource Library and Green Bag 
Lunches. 

We currently have $180,000 in an endowment for this project and have funds available to hire a 

development director once we are approved to move forward with the capital campaign.  So far, we have 
raised $500,000 in actual and pledged donations. $200,000 of those funds are committed to the 

endowment. 

Green Building Resource Library:  Tulsa Partners, Inc., as a part of its Millennium Center project for 

green and safe living, houses the Green Building Resource Library at its offices, 2327 East 13th Street, and 

hosts the libraryõs webpages.  Developed in conjunction with Sustainable Tulsa's Green Building Strategy 

Team, the Home Builders Association of Greater Tulsa, and U.S. Green Building Council, the purpose of 
this library is to provide online and onsite information and product samples on local green and disaster-
resistant technologies and services. The concept for this library came out of a "Greening the (918)" green 

building planning session held in the Fall of 2008. Participants said they needed a one stop shop to get 
information on green building and remodeling, particularly the availability of local vendors. 

Subject matter experts spoke at each Fourth Friday Green Bag lunch. We outgrew our facilities and had 
to move to a larger meeting place at the Kendall-Whittier Library . Green Bag Lunch Topics this year have 

included: Information on GreenRegistry.com (hosted by the Green Team), Rain Gardens, Pest Control, 
Residential Energy Efficiency, composting, and sustainability efforts at Camp Gruber. A first anniversary 

Open House for the library was held in conjunction with the September Green Bag Lunch. 

          
               

      

         

 

 

 

 

 

         

Photos from Green Building 

Resource Library Open House 

 



      

Other Activities 

Oct 2009: 

- IBHS open for business with the Tulsa Area United Way 

- 2009 Tulsa Partners Inc. Annual Meeting- held October 28th 2009 

- Save the Children Resilient and Ready at Tulsa Public Schools and Muscogee Creek Nation  

- Language and Culture Bank has been included in 2 grants: Tulsa Public Schools Readiness in Emergency Mgt 

for Schools (REMS) grant and USCIS Grant to help priority immigrants/ refugee groups to become US citizens 

-Tulsa Partners continues contract work with Tulsa Public Schools on REMS grant  

Dec 2009: 

- 5th Annual Disaster Mgt Long Term Facilities Workshops held in Tulsa and OKC 

- Changes in Millennium Center Project, the center received a $60,000 endowment check from the Brannin 
Foundation 

- Green Building Resource Library now has Green Directories available for purchase, $3.00. 

- Tim Lovell spoke at the Resilient American Communities Conference 

Jan-Feb 2010: 

 - TAEMA was activated during Ice Storm 1/28/2010. 

 - Resilient and Ready program is in full swing 

 - Tulsa Partners received a $500 donation from the George Kaiser Family Foundation to be used for  the 

Resilient and Ready Program 

-Tulsaõs Historic Preservation and Cultural Resources Hazard Mitigation Plan Pilot study update, 

 community meeting held 

-Tulsa Partners speak to National and International Audiences-Board members spoke to delegates from 

Pakistan as part of the International Visitor Leadership Program. 

 -Ann Patton represents Tulsa Partners at Institute for Sustainable Communities seminar in  Washington, D.C. 

March 2010: 

 -2010 Home and Garden Show 

 -DRBC Planning helps organizations during emergencies 

 -Tulsa Partners Millennium Center member, Brett Fidler, appointed to new position in Sustainability  
   Department at the city of Tulsa 

-Regional Collaboration and Tribal Partnership Workshop co-hosted by Tulsa Partners 

- Tulsa Partners hosted local recovery plan, national recovery plan under development 

-Tulsa Partners participated in Tulsa Global Festival         

 



      

April 2010: 

 - Tulsa Partners participates in press conference for Tulsa 
 Public Schools Emergency and Hazard Mitigation Plans at

 Eugene Fields Elementary  

-McReady Month 

 -Grainger Foundation donated $10,000 to Tulsa Partners in 

 support of TPõs mission 

 -State Farm donated $10,000 to Tulsa Partners. 

May 2010: 

- Tulsa Partners Board member, Dave Hall, spoke at the 

5th Annual Climate and Loss Mitigation Conference 

- Tulsa Partners involved in Full Scale Exercise at Airport 

- Tulsa Partners host Community Emergency Response Team class held for Historic/Cultural Organizations 

Summer 2010: 

- Tulsa Partners Business Continuity and Emergency classes for nonprofits starting in August 

- Tulsa Public Schools New Emergency Mgt Coordinator is Bob Roberts 

- Nania Awards 2010 was a success! Guest speaker and award winner Julie Rochman was present. 

-  Tulsa Partners attended 2010 Natural Hazards Workshops in CO. 

Fall 2010: 

- Ice Storm Cometh Event for Language and 

Culture Bank in September 

- Community Emergency Response Team class 

held through Language and Culture Bank 

- Open house for Green Building Resource 

Library 

- Table top exercise held at Tulsa Public Schools 

with Tulsa Partners assistance. 

- 6th Annual Disaster Management for Long 
Term Care Facilities Workshop held in October 

in Oklahoma City and Tulsa 

- Resilient and Ready training held at Tulsa 

Housing Authority  

Photo (top left) Resilient and Ready class participant with backpack at Tulsa Housing Authority 

Photo (bottom right) Community Emergency Response Team Class hosted by Language and Cultural Bank



      

Tulsa Partners, Inc.  

Board of Directors  
President   Michelle Barnett   ENERCON  

Vice President   Bob Roberts    Tulsa Public Schools 

Secretary- Treasurer  Mike Evanson   Evanson and Associates 

    Mike McCool*    TAEMA (ex -officio) 

    Roger Jolliff*    TAEMA (ex -officio) Interim  

    Robert Smith    Williams Companies 

    Kathy Champion   AEP-PSO 

    Kelly Deal    OTEMS 

    Captain Brett Bailey   Tulsa Police Department 

    David Hall     State Farm Insurance 

    Neal McNeill     City of Tulsa attorney, ret. 

    Felix Ontiveros*   TRC Disaster Solutions 

    Andrew Moss*   TRC Disaster Solutions 

    Pam Nielsen    Oklahoma Insurance Department 

    Jason Stockinger   Bank of Oklahoma 

    Michelle L. Royal   Homeland Security Consultant 

    Mary Ann Summerfield  City of Tulsa Parks & Recreation, ret.

    Charles Stewart, M.D.  University of Oklahoma 

 

 

 

Note: Some board members were unable to complete their terms and were replaced mid-year. Board 

members who served partial terms are marked with an asterisk (*). 

 

 

 

 

 

    



      

 

Tulsa Partners, Inc.  

Honor Roll of Donors  

 From July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 

 
AEP-PSO 

Brett Bailey 
Michelle Barnett 

Earl Burton 
Kelly Deal 

Bank of Oklahoma 
Brannin Foundation 

Evanson and Associates 
Grainger Foundation 

George Kaiser Family Foundation 
Ken Hammock 

Islamic Society of Tulsa 
Andrew Moss 
Kim Koleber 
Neal McNeill 
Ann Patton 

Robert Smith 
Bob Roberts 

Michelle Royal 
St. Simeons 

State Farm Co. Foundation 
State Farm Insurance Companies 

Jason Stockinger 
Mary Ann Summerfield 
The Williams Companies 

Tim Lovell 
TRC 

John Westmoreland 
JoAnn Woody 
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